The Ascension of Jesus

While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up to heaven.
Luke 24:51 (NIV)

Each number represents a letter of the alphabet. Substitute the correct
letter for the numbers to reveal the coded words.
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1. 25-14-20-25-8-20-20-13-4

2. 11-16-13-18-13-4

3. 22-8-18-4-10

4. 10-15-7-8-16-26-14-7-13

5. 7-8-10-13

6. 7-13-16-13-18-26

7. 9-20-13-10-10-8-18-21

8. 26-12-17-13-18

9. 19-13-12-3-13-18

10. 2-11-7-10-19-8-16-13-4

SCRIPTURE  RISE REPENT HEAVEN BLESSING
MINDS TAKEN OPENED WORSHIPED _ FULFILLED

After he said this,
he was taken up before their very eyes,
and a cloud hid him from their sight.
Acts 1:9

Let us Pray:

Dear God,
thank You for sending Jesus, Your only Son, to die for our sin. We
know that He has risen from the dead and has returned to heaven.
Bless us today as we worship Him with great joy!
In Jesus’ name, amen.

May God’s blessing surround you each

day.
As we trust Him and walk in His way;
May His presence within,
Guard and keep us from sin;

Go in peace, go in joy, go in love.
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Ascension




Up, up and away!

| came from the Father and entered the world;
now | am leaving the world and going back to the
Father.

John 16:28

Good morning and welcome to this 8th unprecedented church
service.

Today we are going to be thinking about when Jesus went back up
to heaven to be with His Father.

I’'ve chosen the song this week Lord | Lift Your Name on High
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=COQécni_TGS8) :

Lord I lift Your name on high
Lord | love to sing Your praises
I'm so glad You're in my life
I'm so glad You came to save us

You came from heaven to earth
To show the way
From the earth to the cross
My debt to pay
From the cross to the grave
From the grave to the sky
Lord | lift Your name on high
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ASCENSION

Our reading/story today is taken from Acts 1:6-11 (https:/
www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcFw8pLBSIo):

ASCENSION

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord,
is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to
Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times
or periods that the Father has set by his own authori-
ty. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusa-
lem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight. Wh|Ie he was gomg and they were gazing up to-
ward heaven, suddenly
two men in white robes
stood by them. They
said, “Men of Galilee,
why do you stand look-
ing up toward heaven?
This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you

into heaven, will come
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Have you ever seen a helium balloon? What hap-
pens when you let go of a helium balloon? | want
you to imagine you are holding onto a helium bal-
loon! Hold on tight!

I’m sure you know that when filled with helium, a
balloon floats in the air. And it’s also quite enjoya-
ble when it does float away from you. It’s fun to
stand and watch as the balloon floats higher and
higher into the heavens until it totally disappears.

The only way to experi-
ence that is to be willing
to let it go.

In today’s bible story we

learn that when Jesus was ready to return to
heaven, He took His disciples aside to make
sure that they understood everything that
had happened to Him. He explained why it
was important for Him to be crucified and
to be raised from the dead to fulfil what the
scriptures had said about Him. He also told
them that he was going to return to His Fa-
ther in heaven and that the Holy Spirit
would come to be with them.

At first, the disciples were sad that Jesus
would be leaving them, but then the Bible
tells us that Jesus opened their minds so
they would understand. Then, an amazing
thing happened. The Bible tells us that Jesus
lifted his hands and blessed His disciples.
While He was blessing them, He lifted up
and was taken up into heaven.

I don't know how all of this looked, but in
my imagination | can see the disciples stand-
ing and watching as Jesus ascended higher
and higher until He disappeared from view.
Were the disciples sad? No way! The Bible
tells us that when Jesus had gone up into
heaven, the disciples worshipped Him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. They
stayed continually in the temple, praising
God.
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